
AP World History 

Summer Assignment 

June 2016 

Dr. Garber 

 
Advanced Placement World History may well be the most challenging history class you will take in your 

high school career; for some of you, it may be the most challenging you will take in your entire educational 

career.  The curriculum covers the whole of human history, from human origins to the year 2000.  

Throughout the course, we will examine political, social, economic, cultural, intellectual, and religious 

history; we will read documents from a wide range of genres that reflect the different types of history 

covered.  Given the depth and breadth of the material covered, as well as the nature and timing of the AP 

examination, the course moves rapidly and you should expect a significant amount of reading and writing 

on a daily basis. In order to ensure that you really master the material, the class is essentially a seminar. 

That is, there are no lectures, and everyone is expected to participate in the daily discussions. 

 

Note:  You should access the material needed for summer work on the 

https://sites.google.com/htps.us/garber-world-history/home  google site.  The materials listed below will be 

on the site by the end of June; check the site periodically throughout the summer for updates and 

information.  If we can arrange for e-copies of the textbook, the information you need will be posted on the 

website. 

 

With this in mind, please complete the following assignments.   The work in items 2, 3, and 6 below must 

be put in my mailbox at the high school by the 29th  of August.  

 

Prepare the work for each assignment separately. Use the following heading, with each item on a 

separate, right-justified line:  your name, the assignment, AP World — Dr. Garber, and the date 

(Summer, 2016 is fine for the last item). 

 
1. Read the selections on the five major world religions that are posted on the AP World Moodle site, 

OR read Huston Smith,  The World’s Religions.  This will provide you with a solid background in 

the theology of the faiths that have most significantly affected world history. Taking detailed notes 

on the readings will help you understand the similarities and differences among the faiths; it will 

also provide you with a ready reference throughout the course so that you do not constantly need 

to refer back to the text. 

2. Read the two photocopied chapters of your textbook (World Together, Worlds Apart) and answer 

the questions at the end of each chapter.  Your answers should be in 10, 11 or 12-point Times 

or Times New Roman font and single-spaced, with double-spacing between the answers.  

Please put the answers to the first chapter in my mailbox at HHS. These responses will be 

graded. Bring your responses to the second chapter to class on the first day.   

3. Complete the vocabulary assignment listed on AP World Moodle page.  This will help familiarize 

you with the concepts in world history and serve as a VERY USEFUL study guide for the AP 

exam. For every chapter in the text you will have a similar assignment; this will also help 

familiarize you with the nature of vocabulary assignments. Put it in my mailbox with the 

answers to the questions. This will be graded. 

4. Read the extracts from the Epic of Gilgamesh and the Book of the Dead for discussion in 

September. 

5.  We will discuss 3 or 4 books during the year which are listed on  Moodle site.  While they are not 

required for summer work, you might find it helpful to purchase and read them now. 

6.   Write a short essay (no more than one page) introducing yourself to me, containing 

      whatever information you think I should know about you, including, but not limited to, your  

      interests, hobbies, and plans for the future.  At the bottom of the page, please include your email 

address.  Put it in my mailbox with the other work. 

7.   Have a wonderful summer; I look forward to seeing you in the fall!  

 
A FINAL NOTE: If you need to contact me over the summer, please do so using the following email 

address: mgarber@htps.us. I will get back to you as quickly as possible.   Please note that the only 

written summer work consists of the first two vocabulary assignment, the answers to the preliminary 

chapter questions, and your personal introductory essay.  

https://sites.google.com/htps.us/garber-world-history/home

